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The Aalborg Charter (1994), a political commitment to working towards sustainability, calls on the signatory local authorities to establish systems and procedures for monitoring and reporting on progress towards sustainability. The Lisbon Action Plan (1996), a follow-up commitment to action, promotes the use of sustainability indicators for this purpose. The Communication Sustainable Urban Development in the European Union: A Framework for Action adopted by the European Commission in 1998 emphasises the importance of using comparative indicators for assessing urban performance and the need to explore methods of monitoring progress. 

“Towards a Local Sustainability Profile – European Common Indicators”, developed through a bottom-up approach by a Working Group of the Expert Group on the Urban Environment in close consultation with local authorities, is aimed at meeting the above needs. It is intended to support local authorities in their work towards sustainability and provide objective and comparable information on progress towards sustainability across Europe. It is based on a common set of integrated indicators, reflecting the interactions between environmental, economic and social aspects. It is designed to measure movement towards or away from sustainability, focusing on the extent of change over time and the identification of trends and directions, rather than on absolute measures.

In relation to the above, and on behalf of my local authority, I hereby adopt “Towards a Local Sustainability Profile – European Common Indicators”, as the Europe-wide sustainability monitoring initiative serving the local level, the European institutions as well as the public. I will, as far as possible, work towards integrating the European Common Indicators into the existing municipal management system, with a view to using them as part of a future-oriented steering instrument. I commit my local authority to:

· using these European Common Indicators in the monitoring of progress towards sustainability and with a view to developing local processes and initiatives to promote sustainability;

· reporting back to the European level, with the understanding that the results will be used sensitively with a view to highlighting achievements and developing Community policy and instruments;

· actively taking part in the testing phase and process that will commence after adoption, aiming to develop and help build this new monitoring tool on the basis of practical experiences of using this first generation of European Common Indicators.

I understand that these European Common Indicators are intended to be complementary to any nationally or locally defined indicators, and that engaging in this Europe-wide sustainability monitoring initiative is not a substitute for actively continuing these other, equally important processes. I am also aware of the importance of working in partnership with other stakeholders, such as citizens, NGOs and the business community, sharing responsibility for monitoring and other actions that contribute towards sustainability.

Concluded at the third European Conference on Sustainable Cities & Towns in Hannover, Germany on 9-12 February 2000


Signed,


22nd January 2003
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Dr. Rafael Tortajada
rtortajm@cfnavarra.es 

Jefe de la Sección de Medio Ambiente Urbano 
Urban Environment Head
Dirección General de Medio Ambiente 
General Directorate of Environment


Gobierno de Navarra
Government of Navarre (Spain)
C/Alhóndiga, 1 - 1º 
31002 Pamplona (Navarra) 
Tel.: 948 42 75 82 / Fax: 948 42 14 95 
URL: <http://www.cfnavarra.es/MedioAmbiente> 
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